Spiritual Friendship

Daily Readings and Prayers
for the Week of June 24

‘This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lays lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends
if you do what I command you.

No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends,
for all that I have heard from my Father
I have made known to you.”

John 15:12-15

Sunday June 24

Opening Sentence 1 was glad when they said to me, “Let us go
to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1

Ephesians 5:1-21

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in
love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant
offering and sacrifice to God. But fornication and impurity of
any kind, or greed, must not even be mentioned among you, as
is proper among saints. Entirely out of place is obscene, silly,
and vulgar talk; but instead, let there be thanksgiving. Be sure
of this, that no fornicator or impure person, or one who is
greedy (that is, an idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom
of Christ and of God. Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God comes on those
who are disobedient. Therefore do not be associated with them.
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.
Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all
that is good and right and true. Try to find out what is pleasing
to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,
but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention
what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the
light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is
light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.” Be careful then how you live, not
as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time,
because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that
is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and
making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God
the Father at all times and for everything in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Be subject to one another out of reverence
for Christ.

Pray for Rev. Judith Dalmasso and family

The Lord’s Prayer



Monday June 25

Opening Sentence Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my
strength and redeemer. Psalm 19:14

Ephesians 5:22-32

Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord. For
the husband is the head of the wife just as Christ is the head of
the church, the body of which he is the Savior. Just as the
church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in
everything, to their husbands. Husbands, love your wives, just
as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, in order
to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by
the word, so as to present the church to himself in splendor,
without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, so that
she may be holy and without blemish. In the same way,
husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies.
He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hates his
own body, but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it, just as
Christ does for the church, because we are members of his
body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’
This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the
church.

Pray for Trinity E: Easson, Elliott, Enderle

The Lord’s Prayer

Tuesday June 26

Opening Sentence Send out your light and your truth, that
they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and your
dwelling. Psalm 43:3

Ephesians 6:1-9

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor
your father and mother’—this is the first commandment with a
promise: ‘so that it may be well with you and you may live long
on the earth.” And, fathers, do not provoke your children to
anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord. Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and
trembling, in singleness of heart, as you obey Christ; not only
while being watched, and in order to please them, but as slaves
of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. Render service
with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not to men and women,
knowing that whatever good we do, we will receive the same
again from the Lord, whether we are slaves or free.

And, masters, do the same to them. Stop threatening them, for
you know that both of you have the same Master in heaven, and
with him there is no partiality.

Pray for the Hilltop Community

The Lord’s Prayer



Wednesday June 27

Opening Sentence The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the
earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20

Ephesians 6.10-24

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.
Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil. For our struggle is not
against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so
that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having
done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the
belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of
righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make
you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these,
take the shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all
the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.
To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for
all the saints. Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message
may be given to me to make known with boldness the mystery
of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that
I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. So that you also may
know how I am and what I am doing, Tychicus will tell you
everything. He is a dear brother and a faithful minister in the
Lord. I am sending him to you for this very purpose, to let you
know how we are, and to encourage your hearts. Peace be to the
whole community, and love with faith, from God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who have an undying
love for our Lord Jesus Christ.

Pray for the Church in Jordan and Tajikistan

The Lord’s Prayer

Thursday June 28

Opening Sentence The hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father is spirit and truth, for
such the Father seeks to worship him. John 4:23

John 12:1-11

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home
of Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave
a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those
at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with
her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who
was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold
for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’
(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because
he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal
what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it
so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there,
they came not only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead. So the chief priests planned
to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of him
that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in
Jesus.

Pray for your neighbors

The Lord’s Prayer



Friday June 29

Opening Sentence Thus says the high and lofty One who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart
of the contrite.” Isaiah 57:15

John 12:12-26

The next day the great crowd that had come to the festival
heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took
branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, shouting,
‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name

of the Lord— the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey
and sat on it; as it is written: ‘Do not be afraid, daughter of
Zion. Look, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt!’

His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things
had been written of him and had been done to him. So the
crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to testify. It was
also because they heard that he had performed this sign that
the crowd went to meet him. The Pharisees then said to one
another, ‘You see, you can do nothing. Look, the world has gone
after him!” Now among those who went up to worship at the
festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, who was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’
Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and
told Jesus. Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the
Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain
of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life
lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for
eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I
am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the
Father will honor.

Pray for Trinity F: Fair, Ford, Franklin, Funk
The Lord’s Prayer

Saturday June 30

Opening Sentence: Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2

John 12.27-50

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this
hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify
your name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘T have glorified it, and I will
glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was
thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, ‘This
voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgement of this
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate the
kind of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from
the law that the Messiah remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of
Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The
light is with you for a little longer. Walk while you have the light, so that the
darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the darkness, you do not
know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in the light, so
that you may become children of light.” After Jesus had said this, he
departed and hid from them. Although he had performed so many signs in
their presence, they did not believe in him. This was to fulfil the word
spoken by the prophet Isaiah: ‘Lord, who has believed our message, and to
whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” And so they could not believe,
because Isaiah also said, ‘He has blinded their eyes and hardened their
heart, so that they might not look with their eyes, and understand with their
heart and turn— and I would heal them.’ Isaiah said this because he saw his
glory and spoke about him. Nevertheless many, even of the authorities,
believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they did not confess it, for fear
that they would be put out of the synagogue; for they loved human glory
more than the glory that comes from God. Then Jesus cried aloud: ‘Whoever
believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent me. And whoever sees
me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the world, so that
everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness. I do not
judge anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not to
judge the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not
receive my word has a judge; on the last day the word that I have spoken will
serve as judge, for I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me
has himself given me a commandment about what to say and what to speak.
And I know that his commandment is eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I
speak just as the Father has told me.’

Pray for truth in journalism in the USA

The Lord’s Prayer



