Sunday July 8

Spiritual Friendship
Daily Readings and Prayers
for the Week of July 8

‘This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lays lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends
if you do what I command you.
No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends,
for all that I have heard from my Father
I have made known to you.”
John 15:12-15

Opening Sentence
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to
the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1
John 16:16-33
Jesus said, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little
while, and you will see me.’ Then some of his disciples said to one another,
‘What does he mean by saying to us, “A little while, and you will no longer
see me, and again a little while, and you will see me”; and “Because I am
going to the Father”?’ They said, ‘What does he mean by this “a little while”?
We do not know what he is talking about.’ Jesus knew that they wanted to
ask him, so he said to them, ‘Are you discussing among yourselves what I
meant when I said, “A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a
little while, and you will see me”? Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and
mourn, but the world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn
into joy. When a woman is in labor, she has pain, because her hour has
come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers the anguish
because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world. So you
have pain now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no
one will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask nothing of me. Very
truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name, he will give it
to you. Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you
will receive, so that your joy may be complete. ‘I have said these things to
you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to
you in figures, but will tell you plainly of the Father. On that day you will ask
in my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for
the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed
that I came from God. I came from the Father and have come into the world;
again, I am leaving the world and am going to the Father.’ His disciples said,
‘Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech! Now we
know that you know all things, and do not need to have anyone question
you; by this we believe that you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do
you now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be
scattered, each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not
alone because the Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that in me
you may have peace. In the world you face persecution. But take courage; I
have conquered the world!’

Pray for P.U.N.C. H. Ministries (People Uniting Neighbors
And Churches)
The Lord’s Prayer

Monday July 9
Opening Sentence
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and
redeemer. Psalm 19:14
John 17:1-26
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given
him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me
to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in
your presence before the world existed. ‘I have made your name known to those
whom you gave me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you have given me is from
you; for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received
them and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent
me. I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours
are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in the world,
but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your
name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was
with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them,
and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world
so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your
word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I
do not belong to the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I
ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I
do not belong to the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you
have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. ‘I ask not only on behalf
of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that
they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in
us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have
given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and
you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that
you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire
that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the
world. Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and these
know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it
known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in
them.’

Pray for Trinity J & K: Jackson, Johnson, Karwath, Kempton,
Kirkpatrick, Knaak, Korbelik, Korn, Kraft, Kroeger, Kroening
The Lord’s Prayer

Tuesday July 10
Opening Sentence Send out your light and your truth, that they may
lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and your dwelling. Ps 43:3
John 20:1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been
removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They
have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went
towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a
place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first,
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside
the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been
lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her,
‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken
away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ When
she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but
she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why
are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be
the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell
me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to
her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’
(which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me,
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers
and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to
my God and your God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the
disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said
these things to her.
Pray for Hospitals and staff in the Quad City area
The Lord’s Prayer

Wednesday July 11

Thursday July 12

Opening Sentence The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the
earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20

Opening Sentence The hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father is spirit and truth, for
such the Father seeks to worship him. John 4:23

John 20.19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he
breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If
you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.’ But Thomas (who was called
the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’
But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand
in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were
again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My
Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have come to believe.’ Now Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this
book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
Pray for the Church in Pakistan and Eritrea

John 21:1-14
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples
by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way.
Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the
Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am
going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They
went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught
nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them,
‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They answered him,
‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not
able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple
whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he
was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples
came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not
far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they
had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you
have just caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the
net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them;
and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said
to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the
Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and
did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that
Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the
dead.

The Lord’s Prayer

Pray for your neighbors
The Lord’s Prayer

Saturday July 14

Friday July 13
Opening Sentence
Thus says the high and lofty One who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and holy place and
also with the one who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the
spirit of the humble and to revive the heart of the contrite.” Isaiah
57:15
John 21.15-25
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A
second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He
said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him,
‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,
‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything;
you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very
truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own
belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around
you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to
indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this
he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Peter turned and saw the disciple whom
Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had reclined next to
Jesus at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to
betray you?’ When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about
him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come,
what is that to you? Follow me!’ So the rumor spread in the
community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to
him that he would not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I
come, what is that to you?’ This is the disciple who is testifying to
these things and has written them, and we know that his testimony is
true. But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one
of them were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not
contain the books that would be written.
Pray for Trinity L: LeGrand, Lischer, Long (Renee & John), Long
(Tim)
The Lord’s Prayer

Opening Sentence: Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2
1 Peter 1:1-12
Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the exiles of the Dispersion
in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who have
been chosen and destined by God the Father and sanctified by
the Spirit to be obedient to Jesus Christ and to be sprinkled
with his blood: May grace and peace be yours in abundance.
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, who are being protected by
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that,
though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
Although you have not seen him, you love him; and even
though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, for you are receiving the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. Concerning
this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that
was to be yours made careful search and inquiry, inquiring
about the person or time that the Spirit of Christ within them
indicated, when it testified in advance to the sufferings destined
for Christ and the subsequent glory. It was revealed to them
that they were serving not themselves but you, in regard to the
things that have now been announced to you through those who
brought you good news by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—
things into which angels long to look!
Pray for wisdom for politicians in the USA
The Lord’s Prayer

