Sunday July 1
Opening Sentence I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go
to the house of the Lord.” Psalm 122:1

Spiritual Friendship
Daily Readings and Prayers
for the Week of July 1

‘This is my commandment,
that you love one another as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this,
that someone lays lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends
if you do what I command you.
No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends,
for all that I have heard from my Father
I have made known to you.”
John 15:12-15

John 13:1-20
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. The devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going
to God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you
going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I
am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will
never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no
share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but
also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed
does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And
you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray
him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned
to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you?
You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I
am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that
you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers
greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are
blessed if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom
I have chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one who ate my
bread has lifted his heel against me.” I tell you this now, before it
occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. Very
truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and
whoever receives me receives him who sent me.’

Pray for Rev. Sinclair Ender and family
The Lord’s Prayer

Monday July 2

Tuesday July 3

Opening Sentence Let the words of my mouth and the
meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my
strength and redeemer. Psalm 19:14

Opening Sentence Send out your light and your truth, that
they may lead me, and bring me to your holy hill and your
dwelling. Psalm 43:3

John 13.21-38

John 14:1-14
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also
in me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If
it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am
going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father
also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.’
Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then
believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell
you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am
going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so
that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you
ask me for anything, I will do it.

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very
truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ The disciples looked at one
another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One of his disciples—
the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to him; Simon Peter
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So
while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ Jesus
answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I
have dipped it in the dish.’ So when he had dipped the piece of bread,
he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece
of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what
you are going to do.’ Now no one at the table knew why he said this to
him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus
was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should
give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he
immediately went out. And it was night. When he had gone out, Jesus
said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify
him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with
you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews
so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you
a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ Simon
Peter said to him, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus answered,
‘Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow
afterwards.’ Peter said to him, ‘Lord, why can I not follow you now? I
will lay down my life for you.’ Jesus answered, ‘Will you lay down
your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock crows, you will
have denied me three times.

Pray for Trinity G: Gabrilson, Gardner, Gehrls, Gibson, Gierke,
Goslowsky, Green (Fred & Ann), Green (Chris & Clarissa
Thomas), Gullickson
The Lord’s Prayer

Pray for colleges in the Quad Cities area
The Lord’s Prayer

Wednesday July 4
Opening Sentence The Lord is in his holy temple; let all the
earth keep silence before him. Habakkuk 2:20
John 14.15-31

Thursday July 5
Opening Sentence The hour is coming, and now is, when the
true worshipers will worship the Father is spirit and truth, for
such the Father seeks to worship him. John 4:23

Pray for the Church in Sudan, South Sudan, & Nigeria

John 15:1-17
‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you.
Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart
from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me,
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you
bear much fruit and become my disciples. As the Father has
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be complete. This is my commandment, that you love
one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends
if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You
did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go
and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.

The Lord’s Prayer

Pray for your neighbors

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever.
This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides
with you, and he will be in you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am
coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but
you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will
know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who
have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and
those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them
and reveal myself to them.’ Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord,
how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?’
Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home
with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and
the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent
me. I have said these things to you while I am still with you. But the
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to
you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not
let them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I
am coming to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am
going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. And now I
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you
may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this
world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the Father has
commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.
Rise, let us be on our way.

The Lord’s Prayer

Friday July 6
Opening Sentence Thus says the high and lofty One who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy, “I dwell in the high and
holy place and also with the one who has a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble and to revive the heart
of the contrite.” Isaiah 57:15
John 15.18-27
‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it
hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love
you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates
you. Remember the word that I said to you, “Servants are not
greater than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will
persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also.
But they will do all these things to you on account of my name,
because they do not know him who sent me. If I had not come
and spoken to them, they would not have sin; but now they
have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father
also. If I had not done among them the works that no one else
did, they would not have sin. But now they have seen and hated
both me and my Father. It was to fulfil the word that is written
in their law, “They hated me without a cause.”
‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will
testify on my behalf. You also are to testify because you have
been with me from the beginning.
Pray for Trinity H: Hall, Herr, Hixon, Hoeppner, Hoffman
(Mary), Hoffman (Keith), Hogg, Holland, Horn, Horton, Hull,
Hutchinson
The Lord’s Prayer

Saturday July 7
Opening Sentence: Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians 1:2
John 16:1-15
‘I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling.
They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is
coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they
are offering worship to God. And they will do this because they
have not known the Father or me. But I have said these things
to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I
told you about them. I did not say these things to you from the
beginning, because I was with you. But now I am going to him
who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you going?”
But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled
your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. And
when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not
believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the
Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned. I still have
many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever
he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason
I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
Pray for wisdom for the U.S. Congress
The Lord’s Prayer

